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RESOLUTION MSC.396(95) 
(adopted on 11 June 2015) 

 
AMENDMENTS TO THE INTERNATIONAL CONVENTION ON 

STANDARDS OF TRAINING, CERTIFICATION AND WATCHKEEPING 
FOR SEAFARERS (STCW), 1978, AS AMENDED 

 
 

THE MARITIME SAFETY COMMITTEE, 
 
RECALLING Article 28(b) of the Convention on the International Maritime Organization 
concerning the functions of the Committee,  
 
RECALLING FURTHER article XII of the International Convention on Standards of Training, 
Certification and Watchkeeping for Seafarers, 1978 ("the Convention"), concerning the procedures 
for amending the Convention, 
 
HAVING CONSIDERED, at its ninety-fifth session, amendments to the Convention proposed 
and circulated in accordance with article XII(1)(a)(i) thereof, 
 
1 ADOPTS, in accordance with article XII(1)(a)(iv) of the Convention, amendments to 
the Convention, the text of which is set out in the annex to the present resolution; 
 
2 DETERMINES, in accordance with article XII(1)(a)(vii)(2) of the Convention, that 
the said amendments shall be deemed to have been accepted on 1 July 2016, unless, prior to 
that date more than one third of Parties or Parties the combined merchant fleets of which 
constitute not less than 50% of the gross tonnage of the world's merchant shipping of ships 
of 100 gross register tonnes or more, have notified to the Secretary-General of 
the Organization their objections to the amendments; 
 
3 INVITES Parties to note that, in accordance with article XII(1)(a)(viii) of the Convention, 
that the amendments annexed hereto, shall enter into force on 1 January 2017 upon their 
acceptance in accordance with paragraph 2 above; 
 
4  INVITES ALSO Parties to note that, in the absence of the ships subject to the IGF Code 
at the time of the entry into force of these amendments, to take into account experience gained 
on board ships in accordance with the Interim guidelines on safety for natural gas-fuelled 
engine installations in ships, as adopted by resolution MSC.285(86); 
 
5 REQUESTS the Secretary-General, for the purposes of article XII(1)(a)(v) of 
the Convention, to transmit certified copies of the present resolution and the text of 
the amendments contained in the annex to all Parties to the Convention; and 
 
6 REQUESTS ALSO the Secretary-General to transmit copies of this resolution and its 
annex to Members of the Organization, which are not Parties to the Convention. 
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ANNEX 
 

AMENDMENTS TO THE INTERNATIONAL CONVENTION ON 
STANDARDS OF TRAINING, CERTIFICATION AND WATCHKEEPING 

FOR SEAFARERS (STCW), 1978, AS AMENDED 
 
 

CHAPTER I – GENERAL PROVISIONS 
 
Regulation I/1 – Definitions and clarifications 
 
1 In paragraph 1, after the existing subparagraph .40, the following new definition is 
inserted:  
 

".41 The IGF Code means the International Code of safety for ships using gases 
or other low-flashpoint fuels, as defined in SOLAS regulation II-1/2.29." 

 
Regulation I/11 – Revalidation of certificates 
 
2 Existing paragraph 1 is amended to read:   
 

"1 Every master, officer and radio operator holding a certificate issued or 
recognized under any chapter of the Convention other than regulation V/3 or 
chapter VI, who is serving at sea or intends to return to sea after a period ashore, 
shall, in order to continue to qualify for seagoing service, be required, at intervals not 
exceeding five years, to: 

 
.1 meet the standards of medical fitness prescribed by regulation I/9; 

and 
 

.2 establish continued professional competence in accordance with 
section A-1/11 of the STCW Code." 

 
 
CHAPTER V – SPECIAL TRAINING REQUIREMENTS FOR PERSONNEL ON CERTAIN 
TYPES OF SHIP 
 

3 The following new regulation V/3 is added after existing regulation V/2: 
 

"Regulation V/3 
 

Mandatory minimum requirements for the training and qualifications of masters, 
officers, ratings and other personnel on ships subject to the IGF Code 
 

1 This regulation applies to masters, officers and ratings and other personnel 
serving on board ships subject to the IGF Code.  
 

2 Prior to being assigned shipboard duties on board ships subject to the IGF Code, 
seafarers shall have completed the training required by paragraphs 4 to 9 below in 
accordance with their capacity, duties and responsibilities. 
 

3 All seafarers serving on board ships subject to the IGF Code shall, prior to 
being assigned shipboard duties, receive appropriate ship and equipment specific 
familiarization as specified in regulation I/14, paragraph 1.5. 
 
 

RESOLUTION MSC.396(95) (adopted on 11 June 2015) 
AMENDMENTS TO THE INTERNATIONAL CONVENTION ON STANDARDS OF TRAINING, 
CERTIFICATION AND WATCHKEEPING FOR SEAFARERS (STCW), 1978, AS AMENDED 



- 3 - 
 

 
4 Seafarers responsible for designated safety duties associated with the care, 
use or in emergency response to the fuel on board ships subject to the IGF Code shall 
hold a certificate in basic training for service on ships subject to the IGF Code.  

 

5 Every candidate for a certificate in basic training for service on ships subject 
to the IGF Code shall have completed basic training in accordance with provisions of 
section A-V/3, paragraph 1 of the STCW Code. 
 

6 Seafarers responsible for designated safety duties associated with the care, 
use or in emergency response to the fuel on board ships subject to the IGF Code who 
have been qualified and certified according to regulation V/1-2, paragraphs 2 and 5, 
or regulation V/1-2, paragraphs 4 and 5 on liquefied gas tankers, are to be considered 
as having met the requirements specified in section A-V/3, paragraph 1 for basic 
training for service on ships subject to the IGF Code. 
 

7 Masters, engineer officers and all personnel with immediate responsibility for 
the care and use of fuels and fuel systems on ships subject to the IGF Code shall hold 
a certificate in advanced training for service on ships subject to the IGF Code.  
 

8 Every candidate for a certificate in advanced training for service on ships 
subject to the IGF Code shall, while holding the Certificate of Proficiency described in 
paragraph 4, have: 

 

.1 completed approved advanced training for service on ships subject 
to the IGF Code and meet the standard of competence as specified 
in section A-V/3, paragraph 2 of the STCW Code; and 

 

.2 completed at least one month of approved seagoing service that 
includes a minimum of three bunkering operations on board ships 
subject to the IGF Code. Two of the three bunkering operations may 
be replaced by approved simulator training on bunkering operations 
as part of the training in paragraph 8.1 above. 

 

9 Masters, engineer officers and any person with immediate responsibility for 
the care and use of fuels on ships subject to the IGF Code who have been qualified 
and certified according to the standards of competence specified in section A–V/1-2, 
paragraph 2 for service on liquefied gas tankers are to be considered as having met 
the requirements specified in section A-V/3, paragraph 2 for advanced training for 
ships subject to the IGF Code, provided they have also: 
 

.1  met the requirements of paragraph 6; and 
 

.2  met the bunkering requirements of paragraph 8.2 or have participated 
in conducting three cargo operations on board the liquefied gas tanker; 
and 

 

.3 have completed sea going service of three months in the previous 
five years on board: 

 

 .1 ships subject to the IGF Code; 
 

.2 tankers carrying as cargo, fuels covered by the IGF Code; 
or 

 

 .3 ships using gases or low flashpoint fuel as fuel. 
 

RESOLUTION MSC.396(95) (adopted on 11 June 2015) 
AMENDMENTS TO THE INTERNATIONAL CONVENTION ON STANDARDS OF TRAINING, 
CERTIFICATION AND WATCHKEEPING FOR SEAFARERS (STCW), 1978, AS AMENDED 



- 4 - 
 
 

 
10 Every Party shall compare the standards of competence which it required of 
persons serving on gas-fuelled ships before 1 January 2017 with the standards of 
competence in Section A-V/3 of the STCW Code, and shall determine the need, if 
any, for requiring these personnel to update their qualifications. 
 
11 Administrations shall ensure that a Certificate of Proficiency is issued to 
seafarers, who are qualified in accordance with paragraphs 4 or 7, as appropriate. 
 
12 Seafarers holding Certificates of Proficiency in accordance with paragraph 4 
or 7 above shall, at intervals not exceeding five years, undertake appropriate refresher 
training or be required to provide evidence of having achieved the required standard 
of competence within the previous five years." 
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