
Safety Certificate from 8m hull length  
Safe Manning Certificate irrespective of length 

All recreational craft of more than 15 m 
hull length: Entry into a German 

shipping register for sea-going ships 
 

Recreational craft acc. to § 2 of the German "See-Sportbootverordnung":  
Water craft with or without machine propulsion that  
- was built for sport and recreational purposes and used as such* 
- and is approved for not more than 12 persons** 
 

                                   
    Recreational craft ("Sportboote") under German flag in maritime waters 

                                – certificates and safety requirements – 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

                                                                                                     
 
 

 
                                              

 
 
 

                                                  
 
 
 
                  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
* Currently, the German Flag State Administration does not use the text of the last amendment to the German "See-Sportbootverordnung" of 3 March 2020 due to European legislative 

requirements, but instead as stated above.  
** Not included in this number of persons are skipper and crew. 

privately used not privately used 

COLREG (Position lights, sound 
equipment) 
Seeschifffahrtsstraßen-Ordnung, 
Schifffahrtsordnung Emsmündung 
Sportbootführerscheinverordnung 

Boat Certificate 
 

Competent Wasserstraßen- und 
Schifffahrtsamt 

Inter alia §§ 5-13, 18 
See-Sportbootverordnung 

Ship Safety Division 
BG Verkehr 

Inter alia §§ 14, 15, 19 See-
Sportbootverordnung 
§ 14 Seesportbootverordnung  
in conjunction with Richtlinie acc. 
to § 52a Schiffssicherheits-
verordnung, as amended 
 

Hiring out (no skipper) no certificate commercial use  
(incl. provision of skipper or crew) 
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