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INTERNATIONAL CONVENTION FOR THE SAFETY OF LIFE AT SEA, 1974
Exemption accepted under regulation V/19.2.2.4
Bridge Navigational Watch Alarm System (BNWAYS)
Communication by the Government of Germany
The Secretary-General of the International Maritime Organization has the honour to transmit
herewith the text of a communication by the Government of Germany regarding functional
equivalent arrangement for Bridge Navigational Watch Alarm System (BNWAS) in accordance

with SOLAS regulation V/19.2.2.4.

The Secretary-General would be grateful if steps could be taken to bring this information to the
attention of the appropriate authorities.
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ANNEX
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United Kingdom

International Maritime Organisation

e BNWAS functional equivalent arrangement in accordance with SOLAS regulation V/19

62321.3/1-SOLAS-Kap V/19, SLS 14/Circ.

v Bonn, 04.11.2011

Your Excellency,

In accordance with SOLAS in terms of the provision of SOLAS regulation V/19.2.2.4, the Govern-
ment of Germany should like to inform all Contracting Governments on the acceptance of existing
arrangements and equipment in accordance with paragraph 2.2 and the new subparagraph .4: "A
bridge navigational watch alarm system (BNWAS) which was installed prior to 1 July 2011 may sub-
sequently be exempted from full compliance with the standards adopted by the Organization, at the

discretion of the Administration.”

For many years Germany requires that all ships with a keel laying date after 1 January 1988 have to be

equipped with a [ixed installed "Bridge Watch Alarm".

The national performance standard for that equipment is considered to be “equivalent” but not identi-

cal with the standard adopted by the Organization.
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sareovone  Dherefore, the German Administration referring to SOLAS Regulation V/19.2.2.4 has decided that all
ships under German Flag with a construction date prior to 1 July 2011 and already equipped with a
fixed installed "Bridge Watch Alarm" in accordance with the German national requirements do not

need to update their equipment to the new BNWAS in accordance with the new SOL AS requirements,

[ should be grateful if the enclosed statement is circulated to all Contracting Governments and if steps

could be taken to bring this information to the attention of the appropriate authorities.

For the Federal Ministry of Transport, Building
and Urban Affairs
Yours falthful

[///L /2 /

Hans Heinrich Callsen-Bracker
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STATEMENT BY THE GOVERNMENT OF GERMANY

By RESOLUTION MSC.282(86) IMO has adopted among others amendments to SOLAS
Chapter V "Safety of Navigation".

This includes in paragraph 2.2 of Regulation 19 - Carriage requirements for shipborne
navigational systems and equipment - new subparagraphs .3 and .4 have been added after the
existing subparagraph .2.

These new paragraphs require a bridge navigational watch alarm system (BNWAS)
equipment for all cargo ships of 150 gross tonnage and upwards and passenger ships
irrespective of size constructed on or after 1 July 2011.

Existing ships have to be equipped at a later stage depending sizes and type and year of
construction. Not later than the first survey after 1 July 2014 all ships will have to be equipped
with BNWAS.

New subparagraph .4 allows "A bridge navigational watch alarm system (BNWAS) which
was installed prior to 1 July 2011 may subsequently be exempted from full compliance with
the standards adopted by the Organization, at the discretion of the Administration."

For many years Germany requires that all ships with a keel laying date after 1 January 1988
have to be equipped with a fixed installed "Bridge Watch Alarm".

The national performance standard for that equipment is considered to be “equivalent” but not
identical with the standard adopted by the Organization.

Therefore, the German Administration referring to SOLAS Regulation V/19.2.2.4 has decided
that all ships under German Flag with a construction date prior to 1 July 2011 and already
equipped with a fixed installed "Bridge Watch Alarm" in accordance with the German
national requirements do not need to update their equipment to the new BNWAS in
accordance with the new SOLAS requirements.

All ships under German Flag constructed on or after 1 July 2011 have to comply with a
BNWAS which complies with the relevant performance standards adopted by the
Organization as required by SOLAS regulations V/19.
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